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Objective  
 
The aim of this colloquium will be to discuss and develop the underpinnings, 
interactions and effects between "Grand strategy” and “Self-determination" through a 
'top down’ as well as ‘bottom up' approach. We will seek to evaluate how this 
conceptual interaction – with its critical practical ramifications – has evolved in the last 
two decades. 1994/95 can in retrospect be seen as an archetype of an era of multiple 
international crisis - the height of the Balkan wars, the aftermath of the dissolution of 
the USSR, the unification of Germany, the liberation of Kuwait, and the genocide in 
Rwanda. In the years since, we continue to experience manifestations of self–
determination in all kinds of forms and variants: from Scotland, to Catalonia, to 
Georgia, Crimea, the MENA states, and Hong Kong. At the same time, we see new and 
unprecedented developments, such as the employment of the latest in (social and other) 
technologies, the diverse roles and interactions between multiple generations, the 
growing influence of women and emphasis on gender equality; and ever 
more diffuse and troubling radical religious fundamentalism. 
  
In the world of 2014, while crises and conflicts such as Syria, ISIS, Gaza, Ebola and 
Ukraine grab our (short term) attention, the number and severity of simultaneous 
conflicts suggest the possibility of broader and deeper problems in an interdependent 
international system characterized by real-time interaction from actors on multiple 
layers. Socio-economic and energy developments; terrorism; changing aspirations of 
leadership; health crises; the search for self-determination; the empowerment of 
individuals, men and women, through social media; and the role of cultural-religious 
values combine to challenge traditional notions of the state’s span of control and 
monopoly on legitimate violence. Information technology and mobility have 



contributed towards a striving to “determine one's destiny” from Scotland to Hong-
Kong, while the state fights back and great power leaders have other objectives. The 
capability to manage such multiple international crises is simultaneously challenged by 
popular crisis fatigue, numbness to suffering, feelings of helplessness, and concomitant 
media and information saturation. Furthermore, we see the reemergence of spheres of 
influence and the realignment of great power interests – a new, more unstable order is 
emerging, while the current crises-management instruments appear inadequate. These 
issues will inspire and inform our colloquium. LISD plans to develop several 
publications from the results of these discussions, which will combine global 
perspectives from the academic, diplomatic, and business realms.  
  
Method 
 
The Liechtenstein Colloquium (LCM) will be run like a seminar. All participants are 
invited and encouraged to speak, but each for only a maximum of 7 minutes.  The 
discussion will also offer the opportunity for the participants in Dodds Auditorium to 
ask questions – in person and by directing real-time questions to LISD’s Twitter account 
(@PrincetonLISD). On Friday evening, following the conclusion of the day’s program, a 
summary will be prepared about the key issues and questions raised addressed during 
all three sessions.  This write-up will be distributed in preparation for the Saturday 
morning session in Wallace 300 and serve as a guide for further in-depth discussion. 
During Saturday’s session, off-the-record and for invited participants only, the objective 
will be to develop some possible solutions and recommendations for anticipation and 
amelioration of the theoretical and practical issues posed by “grand strategy and self-
determination” in our time. 
 
Structure  
 
The LCM’s first session on Friday’s morning will focus on “grand strategy” from 
military, strategic, policy, moral-ethical, and economic perspectives. Members of the 
armed forces, academics from universities worldwide, and permanent representatives 
from the UN Security Council will address these themes as well as issues of great power 
diplomacy. The question of grand strategy, its role and alteration within the changing 
international framework, including the ever more pre-eminent role of non-state actors, 
will guide the discussion. 
 
H.S.H. Prince Hans-Adam II. of Liechtenstein will deliver a luncheon address on the 
future of the state, followed by a discussion. In the third session on Friday afternoon, 
we shall then discuss the contemporary critical issues of self-determination and the role 
of soft power and human security with experts from Europe, Asia, and the US. Cases 
will include Catalonia, Gaza, Kurdistan, Scotland, and the developments in Ukraine, 
Georgia, etc.    
 



Friday’s sessions will be open to the public, including Princeton students, visiting 
undergraduates from West Point, participants in the Princeton-sponsored Model United 
Nations, and the wider Princeton community. Saturday will be for Princeton faculty 
and select student invitees only, following the traditional LCM format. Based on the 
results of Friday's discussions, on Saturday we shall try to further elaborate on possible 
scenarios in international relations and see what anticipatory solutions could be 
feasible. It will conclude after a working luncheon.  
 
Confirmed non-Princeton participants include Professors Robert G. Gilpin, Jr., Ali 
Ansari, James Gow, Brendan O’Leary, Anne-Marie Le Gloannec, Sam Gardiner, Nina 
Khrushcheva, William Maley, Walter Posch, Stefan Wolff, and Stephen Wrage. 
Princeton faculty will include Aaron Friedberg, Thomas Christensen, Professors 
Michael Barry, Amaney Jamal, Andrew Moravcsik, and Kim Lane Scheppele. In 
addition to his address on Friday, Prince Hans Adam II. of Liechtenstein will be in 
attendance for the entirety of the conference, as well as representatives from more than 
twenty states and organizations, including Ambassadors Phillip Carter III, Vitaly 
Churkin, Claudia Fritsche, Samantha Power (tbc), Martin Sajdik, Hans-Ulrich Seidt, and 
Christian Wenaweser. 
 
This special colloquium also commemorates the 20th anniversary of the Liechtenstein 
Initiative on Self-Determination at Princeton University, 25 years of the Liechtenstein 
Colloquium on European and International Affairs, and coincides with the 25th 
anniversary of the reign of Prince Hans Adam II. of Liechtenstein.  
  
We look forward to seeing you in Princeton! 
  
  
  
 


